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Why Is Disciple Making
Important Today?

This content was written as a summary of the Holistic Disciple

Making Intensive webinar featuring:

* Bobby Harrington — Discipleship.org

* Jim Putman — Relational Discipleship Network

* Drew Hyun — Emotionally Healthy Discipleship
* Randy Pope — Life on Life Missional Discipleship

So why is disciple making important in today’s time and culture?
Bobby Harrington and his panel of disciple makers and orga-
nizational leaders give answers to this very nuanced question in
this introductory Intensive. In their answers, these leaders reveal
the many ways they take this question to heart in all that they
do for the mission of Christ. The panel discusses deep questions
and focused strategies for making effective, dedicated disciples of
Christ—disciples who are willing, prepared, and able to go out
and make more disciples.

Bobby opens the video with a bit of perspective on disciple
making, saying that disciple making 7s a/ways important and has

always been important. Remember Moses? In Deuteronomy 6, he
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told the parents of the Israelites to disciple their children, to take
the words of God and imprint them on the tablets of their hearts
and to write the words on their doorposts. When Jesus entered
the world, he exemplified and taught the very same thing. Jesus
chose twelve disciples and invested in them every moment he
could. Since then, a whole lot of people have had the privilege of
being discipled in the way of Jesus. And now is 7oz the time to
give up or lessen our efforts.

Next, Bobby shares a bit of his story and how he was first
discipled by one of his university professors. Because of this expe-
rience Bobby came to wholeheartedly believe that disciple making
truly changes lives. Bobby became convinced of why disciple
making—and talking about disciple making—is so important.
Think about it: disciple making is more important today than at
any other time in the past two hundred years. We have entered a
time in society when people are forsaking truth for the worship
of themselves, a time when people no longer believe that God
formed this world and takes part in the lives of his children.

For us, disciple making should be about people coming to
Jesus and forming their lives around him, and it begins with truly
believing in Jesus, in his life and mission, and in the importance
of eternity. We want, for ourselves and for others, to come to Jesus
for salvation—and from there, we want to form a life around him

so that Christ lives visibly in us. To do this we need help.

In this Intensive, Bobby offers and briefly discusses seven moti-
vations in Scripture and in life on why discipling people carries

so much significance:
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1. People desperately need ir. What did we need in our life when
we were lost and broken, confused and wandering? We
needed the same thing that every single person breathing
needs. Bobby says that people need somebody to enter their
lives and in practical ways show them what it means to trust
and follow Jesus. We're in a time when people need us to
do for them what Jesus did for his disciples: that we would
enter into a relationship with them. Relationship is the core
and power behind creating disciples of Christ. We should
take note that what Jesus did—in fact, how Jesus lived—was
relational, intentional disciple making.

2. Jesus commanded it. Bobby goes on to say that even today, we
are included in Jesus” Great Commission. We are taught to
obey all the commands of Jesus, and one of those commands
is that we would go and make more disciples of Christ and
that would be fearless and unwavering in our pursuit of
loving others like Christ. One of the reasons Bobby gives for
why we were commanded to make disciples is this: because
it expresses the heart of God.

3. Jesus modeled it. One of the things that will happen to us
is that when we follow Jesus, we begin to look more and
more like Jesus. The heart and root of all that Jesus did was
founded on relationships and love. As we live in this world,
expressing God’s heart looks like inviting others in, walking
with them through joys and struggles, and remaining
steadfast in our love for them—just like Jesus modeled.

4. People are radically changed by it. From bitterness to
desperation and from anxiousness to hopelessness, people
are changed by Jesus. Bobby shares the words of those
whose lives have been radically altered by meeting Jesus and

bringing faith into their lives. Through these testimonies, we
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can be encouraged that the work we do matters and makes
a real difference for people who would otherwise remain
as they are—hurting, longing, and hoping for someone to
come alongside them and offer that which is truly life.

5. Eternal destinies depend on it. Bobby emphasizes this reason
as something that doesn’t quite get enough recognition or
importance. He says that the gospel message is very clear
when it says that unless people come to Christ, there is no
salvation. Jesus is the only way, the only truth, the only life.
For us, the Good News is that God sent Jesus to rescue the
people in this world. So always remember that people who
make disciples are literally changing the eternal destinies of
other people.

6. Jesus alone is worthy. God became a human being and came
down to us. He showed us the way of love and modeled the
way of making disciples. He alone is worthy of glory, praise,
and honor. Bobby asks how we could not want everybody to
follow him, be changed by him, and join him in his mission.
He is simply worthy of having every human being trust and
follow him in all of life.

7. Love compels us to it. Perhaps the most important reason is
this: we adopt the very same love of God when we disciple.
Bobby offers the perspective that when we really love people,
it compels us to want wonderful things for them. Even
further, the single most important reason for why disciple
making is so important is because of love: love of God and
love of other people. Because when we love someone, we want
them to become more and more like Jesus, just as God
intended for us all.



Introduction Summary: Why Is Disciple Making Important Today?

The panelists Randy Pope, Jim Putman, and Drew Hyun join
Bobby to talk even deeper about the reasons for and responsibil-
ities of making disciples. Randy talks further on reason number
five, that eternal destinies depend on disciple making. He says
that he feels that this reason is something known by all but not
something truly embraced by all. Randy then shares a story of
when he once asked a group of people to list all the reasons for
sharing the gospel of Jesus. Among the group, not one gave the
reason of eternal destiny. Randy strongly emphasizes this point:
mankind has an eternity and even though people sometimes
don’t seem to believe or act like people really perish, they do.
It should be a matter heavy on our hearts and firmly set in our
minds. We have the opportunity and responsibility to share Jesus
with others.

Jim jumps in and offers thoughts about the ways in which
we reach people, saying that first and foremost people will see
something different about us, something unique and attractive
about the way that we live and act. Once our own lives have
been changed, and we have become changed people, we will be
caring, we will have winsomeness, and the way we interact with
the people around us makes disciple-making relationships possi-
ble, makes way for opening up a door into

somebody else’s life in a positive and life-changing way.

Jim goes on, saying that a lot of people weren’t discipled,
they were converted. And because they weren’t discipled, they
don’t know or don’t think about people who are lost. Because
of this, spiritual brats run around in the name of Jesus and they
are not drawing people unto Christ— because they can’t; they
don’t know how to. People who aren’t experiencing Christ have

no reason or ability for revealing him to the world. And if Chris-
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tians aren’t experiencing the true difference, the world has no

reason to take notice or change their own lives.

Jim talks about how so many pastors have tried, or are trying, to
figure out ways to win people to Christianity without bringing
the gospel into the picture. And the reason is because the gospel
is offensive. Jesus even stated that it was offensive. To say that
you can't save yourself—that there is only one way to salvation—
is offensive, so people try to be as nice as they possibly can in
the name of Jesus, which only leads to a lack of disciple making.
This lack of disciple making leaves us with so many relational
and experiential downsides. When instead of being caught up
in figuring out ways to convince people to come to a church, we
could be winning people to a relationship with Jesus. Even still,
we have hope. Because the Good News is that Jesus came and
offered us himself.

Drew talks a bit about a lot of the metrics and goals that
pastors use. He says that these are really only surface level; they
don’t reach beyond the surface of things into the heart of matters.
They don’t confront some of the deeper issues in us and in our
lives. Drew shares that the common adage in disciple making is
this: if you make disciples you will always get a church. But if you
make a church, you won’t always get disciples.

He goes on to say that the gospel causes us to start think-
ing rightly about what the truth of God is, as well as causes us to
begin behaving in ways that can be a bridge to people who think
and believe differently than us. Drew urges us to lean into right
belief and right behavior—and ask ourselves, how can we live with

an uncommon, sacrificial generosity?
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Randy jumps back in to say that it used to be that people were
motivated already. He thinks that in years past there may have
been additions to our motivation, called mindset. He calls us to
ask ourselves if we are truly a disciple maker, then states that we
can have the mindset all our lives, but if we don’t have the right
strategy as well, or the right tools, we won’t be an effective and
relational disciple maker.

The great difference today is that people avoid the tough
conversations. People want to help Christians grow but they
don’t want, or don’t know how, to help them be made. A strate-
gy Randy offers: greet people, befriend them, live life with them,
invite them into the process.

As the conversation continues, Jim offers some of the experi-
ential wisdom he has gained through his years of disciple making.
He says that one of the issues we face is that the enemy has strat-
egies to inoculate people and keep them from being successful
and effective. In our society, there is a flood of worldly wisdom,
like some sort of antidote to Christian belief. And even though
many non-Christians don’t have the answers for the questions
they have, they can go out and find somebody else’s answers—
almost everything is discussed on the internet today. And since
we have somebody who says one thing and someone else who says
another thing, the thought ends up being well, we can’t know, so
Just forget it.

Jim goes on saying that ours is not a pre-Christian culture
open to Jesus. It is a culture of people who have heard all kind
of things and have become resistant to Jesus. He urges us to be
praying for a person of peace, who is open to hearing. With this
in mind, Jim reminds us that no matter what, people can’t really

deny how you may be living differently in the world and how you
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may hold a different kind of hope and a different kind of love that
what the world knows and possesses. People will end up respect-
ing our lives. Keep in mind though that there are good Buddhists
and good Muslims who live good lives as well.

Most Christians are so busy with other activities that they
don’t have time to look around them to see the hurting people
and they don’t think it’s their job. Part of being a disciple is order-
ing your life to have gaps and opportunities for relationships. To
be a Christ follower is to say; Jesus take priority over everything
and through my life. I am going to show how that looks. Jim ends
the thought reminding us to intentionally look for the person
who is open to relationship, and he admonishes us to be able
to carry on the conversation toward Jesus and his saving grace.
Our approach has to be a little different than just wanting to see
people be saved.

Drew continues the conversation about how we so often measure
growth in church circles, saying that too often the metrics of
success are driven more by building a crowd and having a healthy
budget. Too often, the approach of churches and Christians isn’t
being shaped by the main thing, which is disciple making. In
terms of the right belief, so much of disciple making is putting in
the painstaking hours and time and sensitivity. Drew encourages
us to redefine what success looks like by asking, how can we create
churches filled with people who are willing to invest in relationships
and stick through the difficulties?

Randy adds one more reason for why disciple making is so
important to Bobby’s original list of seven, and that is: Because
we need it. Randy goes on to say that if he doesn’t train people
to be disciples who can make other disciples, then he effectively
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loses them. If disciples don’t learn to live missionally, then they
don’t go out and disciple in the way that they could. Churches
are training disciples to train disciples. If those disciples aren’t
making disciples out of the lost, then we have missed the point.
People will not grow personally as God intends. We have to be
leaders and models for those we disciple because if we can’t model
for people how to worship, how to win someone to Christ, then
they won't truly get why it’s so important. We have the opportu-
nity to equip people with tools to take young believers and help
them grow strong in their faith.

Jim adds a point saying that ministry is a very important
aspect of missional disciple making. Jesus turned his disciples
into servants rather than just people who thought, What can I get
out of this? We need to understand what a disciple is, understand
what love is, understand what ministry is, and learn how to go

out and make disciples.

Bobby asks the panel to emphasize one thing that they think

holds a lot of value for disciple makers.

* Drew Hyun — Disciple making is the path to deep
transformation. For many of us, we play the game, which is
appearing to have a relationship with Jesus, but what does it
look like for Jesus to be deeply involved in our lives? What
does discipleship look like that goes below the surface?

* Randy Pope — Discipleship is the way to honor Jesus. It
brings his kingdom to this earth. It honors him the most
when we take the church, his bride, and intend to make her

as beautiful as possible.

13
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* Jim Putman — The way to win the world is by the world
seeing something different. Disciple making, faith, and a
real relationship with Jesus is never going to be beautiful to
the world if it’s not beautiful to those in the church.

¢ Relational Discipleship Network

¢ Emotionally Healthy Discipleship

e Life on Life Missional Discipleship



http://rdn1.com/
http://emotionallyhealthy.org/
http://lifeonlife.org/
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True or false: Disciple making started with Jesus when he
chose the Twelve, investing in them and teaching them to
live missionally.

True or false: The first motivation for making disciples is
because we think others desperately need it.

True or false: Good intentions are the core and power behind
making disciples.

True or false: Making disciples expresses the heart of God.
True or false: When we truly love someone, we let them live
however they want, without trying to change them or offend
them.

True or false: Disciple making is best measured by how many
people we get to come to church and how much is given to
those in need.

True or false: If you make disciples you will always get a
church. But if you make a church, you won’t always get
disciples.

True or false: Many Christians weren’t discipled, they were
converted.

Short answer: Another motivation for making disciples is
because we need it. Why do you think that is and how should
this reason affect our approach to disciple making?

10.Short answer: Why does a lack of disciple making leave us

with so many relational and experiential downsides? What

are some of the downsides?

15
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How to Use Scripture
in Disciple Making

This content was written as a summary of the Holistic Disciple

Making Intensive webinar featuring:

* Bobby Harrington — Discipleship.org
* John Plake — American Bible Society
* Brooke Hempell — The Barna Group

The Word of God is central to disciple making. Without it we
lose our sense of direction, purpose, and authoritative truth.
Martin Luther once said this: “The Bible is alive, it speaks to
me, it has feet it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.”
Because we have Scripture, we can move and work purposefully
in our mission of making disciples; we can lean on Scripture and
use it as a guide in answering the concerns and questions of those
we disciple. Scripture is an invaluable gift and tool for disciples,
disciple makers, and even those who are seeking God for the first
time.

Bobby Harrington introduces this Intensive covering the
topic of using Scripture in disciple making. First, Bobby talks

a little on the purpose and importance of Scripture in our lives,
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then the panelists join him to discuss more about the role of the
Bible in disciple making. The panelists also share some interest-
ing information about Bible usage and statistics on how the Bible
shapes and affects the individual. Scripture has the power to fuel
disciple making; it has the ability to bring people together to
learn the truths of God.

It is the Word of God that creates faith in us. It is the Word
of God that softens and changes our hearts. Scripture reveals
truth: the truth of who God is, of what life is about, and of how
we are supposed to live. The Bible inspires belief and shapes our
beliefs. We can see this throughout time and even in Scripture.
Knowing the power of the Word of God should give us strength

and purpose.

We find faith through the Word, as shown in Romans 10:14-17
which reads: “How, then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom
they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are
sent? . . . Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word about Christ.” The
results of the Word of God working in our hearts are faith, a rela-
tionship with God, and a passion for the things and mission of
God.

So in order to be a disciple of Jesus, Bobby states, we are
going to be somebody who follows Jesus, is being changed by
Jesus, and is committed to the mission of Jesus. The Word of
God is simply central to being changed by Jesus. The apostle Paul
says that Scripture is God-breathed, that it is for teaching and
training. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teach-
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ing, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that
the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Bobby emphasizes again that Scripture is how God changes
lives and works in us. The Word of God is what transforms us.
Most of us realize that God’s Word is important in our lives, but
do we really live like it? Do we act and interact with others as if
Scripture is life changing? “In the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the
Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke
and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction”
(2 Timothy 4:1-2).

The purpose of the Word of God is to help us think right-
ly so that we might live rightly, like 2 Corinthians 10:5 and
Romans 12:2 say: We demolish arguments and every pretension
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” “Do not
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

Bobby talks about understanding how people get caught up
in self-inspired theology and offers this: we should tremble at the
Word of God. Francis Chan shares the same thought. We come
before the Word of God, and we tremble at the glory and majesty
of God. In disciple making, our job is to help people encounter
God. We show others how to encounter the way God wants us to
think by knowing Scripture. In the same way, it is important that
we teach people to examine Scripture for themselves. One of the
greatest gifts we can give to people—after the knowledge of Jesus

Christ himself—is the knowledge of the complete Word of God.
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Disciple making at heart, Bobby shares, is this effective
process: the Word of God, with the people of God, in disci-
pling relationships, empowered by the Spirit of God. We believe
that Jesus and Scripture are the authoritative, reliable, and the
ultimate standard for disciple making and life. We believe that
because we believe the Bible was written by disciples, to disciples,

and for disciples. We believe in the power of the Bible.

John Plake shares his reactions to what has been said so far,
saying that it’s important to think about the impact and role of
the Bible in disciple making. He talks about how the transfig-
uration moment was something that Jesus, the disciple maker,
needed to do, for others to see who he was—not because it was
something he needed. He needed nothing because he knew who
he was. Jesus, in his life and ministry, set about answering ques-
tions and showing who he was. That’s exactly what we do as disci-
ple makers: we bring seekers to God’s Word to find answers to the
questions that are burning in their hearts.

Brooke Hempell jumps in and quickly shows some of the
trends in how people engage with the Bible. She talks about the
importance of having clear steps on how to help people start a
journey with the Bible moving forward.

Scripture engagement is more than just pronouncing the
Words of the Bible, John shares. He says that it’s actually consis-
tent interactions with the Bible that has the power to shape our
lives. We need to think about three things when it comes to
people engaging with Scripture:
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* Frequency. How often are they reading?

* When they read, what is going on inside? Is their heart
strangely warmed? Are they beginning to walk with the
Lord more closely?

* What kind of permission is being given to the Bible to
shape life choices?

Next the panelists talk about the scale of Bible engagement.
The levels include: Bible Disengaged, Bible Neutral, Bible Friend-
ly, Bible Engaged, and Bible Centered.

* Bible Disengaged: People who are really far from the Bible
are. These are people not actively pursuing Scripture in any
way. They may hear Scripture at a wedding or something
like that, but the truths and power mostly wash over them
without affecting anything.

* Bible Neutral: People who may be conflicted, troubled,
looking for answers to their struggles or questions about life
and faith. These are the ones just beginning their journey.

* Bible Friendly: People who want to engage more deeply but
don’t know how to—enter disciple makers.

* Bible Engaged: People who are reaching for the Bible often.
These people have had a spiritual awakening and have some
sort of personal relationship with Christ.

* Bible Centered: People who allow the Bible to shape them.

John shares a startling statistic that 35-50 percent of those in
churches are Bible Friendly or Bible Neutral.

Brooke talks a little more in depth about those who are Bible
Friendly, saying that they have no negative feelings, they believe

in it, they just can’t connect with Scripture like they want to.
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Some sort of barrier is keeping them from making progress. Life
on life discipleship is so good for this.

An important thing to note is that being Bible Engaged or
Bible Centered is not just determined by sitting down for twen-
ty minutes and moving on. The point is that people are going to
Scripture consistently and intently, with different ways of engage-
ment. Is it our source for purpose, wisdom, and so many other aspects
of our lives?

John talks about something learned through studying the
habits of Bible Engaged people: as people read Scripture more
frequently, they also read it for a longer duration. Too often,
we get hung up on a lot of externals, like making sure we are
sitting down and reading at least a couple chapters or reading for
a certain amount of time instead of simply sitting down and read-
ing Scripture. Remember that God’s Word and God’s Spirit are
the two ways he connects with us.

Brooke shares further about Bible Friendly people. They are
people who:

* Reach for the Bible at a significant life change

Are interested on their own

Need and want guidance

Struggle with language

Know a Bible person

She says that a component of a good disciple maker is having
a close enough relationship to notice when people are reaching
for a guide in faith and Scripture. When we are in a close enough
relationship, people feel safe to come to us for help or to confide

in us their struggles or the things they are going through.
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John talks about how the broader culture is moving away from
the presence of the Bible. He shares a story of an Uber driver
who was searching for a tool to teach and train his children to be
good people. John suggested the Bible as teaching tool and the
Uber driver said that he hadn’t thought of that. John then showed
the guy how he could easily use the Bible as a tool in teaching
his kids. This story shows us how we can affect someone’s life by
offering gentle tools and truths to those who are seeking. Brooke
talks about how to better guide those who may be seeking. We
need to start with questions and concerns of the seeker, then we
need to model for them how to find answers. In all this, we need
to trust God because it’s not on us to complete the job. We start
the work. We are a part of the work, but it is God who moves. Be
sure to give space for God to move in people’s lives.

We tend to think that our job as disciple makers or lead-
ers is to start with the text and make sure everyone understands
the text. We need to let the text point disciples to Christ. Let’s
allow people to interact with Scripture and bring their questions
to Scripture just like the disciples brought their questions to Jesus.
We can trust God to speak to people through his Word. Rath-
er than just teaching them to consume large quantities of it, let
them be impacted by it.

It’s been a direction of the church for many years, decades,
to focus on a good biblical foundation, and often that looks like
education. We just cram knowledge and insight into people’s
heads, which is fascinating to us. We love it. But we are increas-
ingly seeing that it doesn’t necessarily lead to permanent change.
The disciples were formed by doing things together and then Jesus
shared the knowledge along the way. So we get stuck in thinking
that we have to teach people first so that they can become certain

23
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things. Just get in there. Start meeting God. See it take action in
their life.

The panelists share and discuss a few resources which disciple

makers and seekers could find helpful:

* howto.bible is a tool for those who may not know exactly
where to begin with disciple making.

* abs.bible/se is a tool to measure scripture engagement.

o thebibleproject.com is a resource with videos and teachings
on the Bible.

* lookinside.bible is a resource for those who have questions or

want answers to their questions.

Included in the list is a tool to measure your Scripture engage-
ment, which provides vocabulary for you to talk about the Bible
in your life. Another tool is a resource about the many questions
people have and ask about the Bible. Another is a resource great
for teaching older and younger people. These resources are just
a few of the many, many out there to help and encourage both
disciple makers and seekers in using Scripture and furthering
their relationship with God.

There are a lot of people interested. It’s important to engage
with them. Try not so much to feed them fish as to teach them
how to fish or fish with them. Anything that helps break down
barriers is good. Use videos, use any engagement tools you can
find to provide clarity in interpretation. Be sure to ask those you
disciple what questions they have.

The goal is to first fall in love with the Bible and then begin
to understand more of the structure and foundations. John talks

about how the process of disciple making is like building a bridge,


http://howto.bible/
http://abs.bible/se
http://thebibleproject.com/
http://lookinside.bible
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from text to context. The disciple maker is the bridge. The bridge
is a person. We don’t want to be a bridge to nowhere. Sometimes
we get so focused on what we want to convey and teach that we
lose track of the fact that we've lost people. Be learner-centered.
Until we answer the questions that people have about God and
Scripture, we won’t be able to tell them what God has to say
about himself. Bobby jumps in and offers this piece of advice: Go
back to how Jesus made disciples. Have intentional relationships and

bring in Scripture.

* John Plake — Some people may wonder why all this is so
important. He then shares eight ways that Bible engagement
shapes people. They become more generous givers, they
attend church regularly, they pray more regularly and
volunteer more, they tend to attain higher levels of
education, they have a sense of divine calling, and they have
a commitment to Christ.

* Brooke Hempell — The importance of relationship in
engaging in Scripture was discussed. We need to be mindful
of that importance. Because a decline has happened and
can happen in spiritual health—fatigue is a guarantee—we
need to think about creative ways to engage and help people

remain in those good habits of studying Scripture.

¢ American Bible Society

* Barna Group
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1. True or false: We can create faith in God by ourselves.

2. True or false: We shouldn’t encourage people to interact with
Scripture in case they become confused or misunderstand
things.

3. True or false: Of those in churches, 35-50 percent are Bible
Neutral or Bible Engaged.

4. True or false: Those who are Bible Neutral are those who
don’t really care either way about the Bible. They are those
who just want to live their lives.

5. True or false: The disciples were formed by Jesus sharing
knowledge and then showing them what that knowledge
looks like in action.

6. True or false: Jesus transfiguration was about showing the
disciples who he was.

7. True or false: Disciple making at its heart is this: the Word
of God, with the people of God, in discipling relationships,
empowered by the spirit of God.

8. True or false: Scripture is the authoritative, reliable, and the
ultimate standard for disciple making and life.

9. Short answer: In order to be a disciple of Jesus, what are we

going to be and what are we going to do?

10.Short answer: What are the truths that Scripture teaches us?



What Difference Does

Bible Engagement Make?

8 Characteristics of Bible-Engaged People

Bible engagement transforms people’s lives in measurable ways. Through our ongoing research, American
Bible Society is learning specific ways people change when they consistently interact with and reflect on
Scripture. Our research tools enable us to measure engagement levels and track people’s growth. Over
the past eight years, we've discovered that Bible-engaged people share these eight characteristics:
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They are more generous givers.

Would you believe Bible-Engaged people
gave 10 times more to charity last year than
Bible-Disengaged people did, on average?
The Bible Engaged gave an average of
$1,000 compared to $100 for Disengaged.

They pray to God more frequently.
Bible-Engaged people are 2.25 times more
likely to have prayed to God in the past
seven days than the Bible Disengaged.

They attend church more frequently.
Bible-Engaged people are 2.9 times more
likely to have attended a church service in
the past month than the Bible-Disengaged.

They are more likely to volunteer.
Whether they volunteer in the community or
serve in their church, Bible-Engaged people
put their faith into action by serving others,
more frequently than unengaged people.

They are more likely to forgive others.
Bible-Engaged people are significantly
more likely to say they are “able to
uncoenditionally forgive whatever someone
else has done to me, regardless of whether
they ever ask for forgiveness or not.”
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They have made a personal commitment
to Jesus Christ.

Bible-Engaged people are 3.5 times more
likely than the Bible Disengaged to say

they have made a personal commitment to
Jesus Christ that is still important in their life
today.

They have attained higher levels

of education.

Christians are sometimes caricatured

in popular culture as backward and
uneducated, but the data point in another
direction. Higher Scripture engagement
scores are positively correlated with
completing higher levels of education.

They have a sense of divine calling

in their work.

In 2018, American Bible Society joined with
the University Spiritual Life Survey to see
what impact Bible engagement might have
on the next generation. Among other things,
we learned that Bible-engaged college
students have a sense of divine calling
toward a particular kind of work.

BIBLE ENGAGEMENT IS

Consistent interaction with the Bible that quantifiably shapes people’s choices
and transforms their relationships with God and with others.

P8 AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY Connect with us at survey@research.bible
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Learn the Difference
Between Disciple
Making and
Discipleship

This content was written as a summary of the Holistic Disciple
Making Intensive webinar featuring:

* Bobby Harrington — Discipleship.org

* David Young — Renew.org

* Michelle Eagle — Renew.org

* Steve Gladen — Saddleback Church & The Small Group

Network

In our churches, conveying clearly what we believe and what we
mean is so important. The unity of our mission is at stake if the
definitions we use get watered down. If we aren’t always clear
about what things mean, about expectations, about our mission,
we will have a hard time achieving anything—and more impor-
tantly, we will have a hard time making disciples who can go out
and make more disciples. Having clear expectations and using the
same language is so important because it unifies us and empow-

ers disciple making.
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From the pulpit, in elders’ meetings, in leadership classes and
trainings, all of these situations require clear, purposeful, and
consistent language for effective communication. For instance,
discipleship and disciple making are often thought to be the same
thing yet are different. Take a look at these definitions:

* Discipleship — is simply the state of being a disciple. This
word (like the word evangelism) is not in the Bible.
Unfortunately, in the North American church, discipleship
is typically seen as an educational process designed to orient
new believers to the biblical and everyday practices of our
churches — and so we often prefer disciple making.

* Disciple making — is entering into relationships to
intentionally help people follow Jesus, be changed by Jesus,
and join the mission of Jesus (Matt. 28:18-20).

* Disciple — is someone who is following Jesus, being
changed by Jesus, and is committed to the mission of Jesus

(Matt. 4:19).

Matthew 4:19 reads “Come, follow me . . . and I will send
you out to fish for people.” The disciple definition can be broken
into three parts corresponding to the head, heart, and hands, like
this:

* Head: Have you committed your life to Jesus? Have you
turned your heart to follow him?

* Heart: Does your life look different? Is your heart different?

* Hands: Are you making disciples?

Ask yourself if you have a definition for the terms and core

values you want to convey. If you don’t you won’t be able to
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convey those things to others. Typically, we fall into an educa-
tional model, where people are being taught about Jesus but not
about what needs to happen to change people’s lives and what
needs to be done to become obedient to Jesus and his commands.

These days, people want to come and sit and listen, which
works well in an educational model. And while it is great that
people should want to come and sit and listen, doing so doesn’t
necessarily change lives. We need to be able to apply those teach-
ings to our lives in a real way.

Matthew 28:19-20 reads: “Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always,
to the very end of the age.” We are given one command: Make
disciples. That command includes three participles: Go. Baptize.
Teach.

Jesus modeled entering into relationships beautifully. He
showed us what it looks like to go, baptize, and teach. And
Jesus taught his disciples how to do the very same thing. We
have to initiate relationships and seek people out for the purpose
of making disciples. We need to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance
in how to do this. Building relationships isn’t easy, we need to
be willing and prepared to do the work, as well as willing and
prepared to seek spiritual guidance for ourselves along the way.

Remember that Jesus wasn’t just pushing information and creat-
ing artificial growth with his followers. Jesus’ disciple making
involves repentance and conversion, with a special focus on grace.
When we invoke repentance, conversion, and grace in disciple

making, lives are sure to be powerfully affected and changed.
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Part of being a disciple is understanding our need to be obedi-
ent to Jesus’ commands, one of which includes making disciples.
Our goal, though, isn’t just to tell people how they should live
or to merely add numbers to the church. Our reason for disci-
ple making is because Jesus commanded us to make disciples.
We need to find joy in Jesus’ commands and realize that we can
give people the tools to be able to deal with the struggles they are
facing. In doing so, we need to direct people to Jesus over and
over again. Remember: A disciple maker is a disciple of Jesus who
enters into relationships with people to intentionally help them
follow Jesus, be changed by Jesus, and join the mission of Jesus.

Disciple making relationships are not causal relationships.
Disciple making culture is not a Sunday school educational
model. The relationships and the culture should remain focused
on Jesus’ way of doing things. Jesus mentored, taught, and invest-
ed in his disciples. He sent them out. He knew his mission and
goal.

Instead of quick answers, we need to empower our leaders
and disciple makers to actually disciple the people that they are
in relationship with. We need to lean into their questions and any
questions that arise. We need to be ready and willing to invest in
people and help bring the kingdom of God to life in them. Keep
these definitions in mind:

* Church — A spiritual family growing in surrendered
obedience to all the teachings of Jesus Christ who gather
together regularly under Biblically recognized leadership
for the purpose of fulfilling the great commission (making
disciples) with a Great Commandment heart (loving God,
loving people).

* A Disciple making culture — The beliefs, habits, and narrative

of a church constantly repeated with congruence and
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intentionality, that make it clear to almost everyone, all the
time, including newcomers, that disciple making is what
everyone does in this church.

* A Disciple Making Church — is a church where disciple
making is the core DNA and culture of the church, where
the average church member makes disciples to the fourth
generation and this disciple making activity is regularly
produced in significant and diverse streams within the
church and these streams multiply consistently into new

churches.

People in churches should be expecting to make disciples. The
person who has just converted to Christianity isn’t exactly ready
to make disciples, but they should be in a discipling relationship
and they should know that making disciples is an expectation
of being in the church. In a disciple making church culture, the
average person knows that they are to make disciples. It’s noth-
ing too complicated, scary, or difficult. When we set out to make
disciples, we are simply following in the footsteps and teachings
of Jesus.

Some may ask: How does disciple making grow bigger than your
church? When a movement where churches are planting church-
es with the core being disciple making occurs, you know it has
grown bigger than one single church.

* A Disciple Making Movement — exists when churches plant
multiple churches (within a few short years), through
gospel activity, that has abundant fruit among the lost, that
multiplies these disciples (people growing in obedience to

all of Jesus’ commands), who in turn replicate themselves in
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others, so that we can see at least four generations regularly
produced in multiple streams of disciple making activity
and these streams multiply consistently into churches.

We have been given a great commission by God. We have
also been given everything we need to do it. So let’s just do it.

At this point, the panelists join and start by discussing the
importance of definitions. Michelle Eagle shares that the biggest
problem in disciple making today is lack of clarity about what
it is and what it’s about. Steve opens by emphasizing that clari-
ty is important, saying that words can be similar but still carry a
very different impact. For that reason, words truly do matter and
make a difference in carrying out our mission. David Young says
that we are so accustomed to the classroom model and teaching
a course. But in many places around the world, it is still a more
personal model. In these places, you don’t teach a course, you
teach a person. Think of Aristotle and Plato. Think of Jesus and
his disciples. These are personal models of discipling, which is the
process of being molded.

When people hear discipleship, they think Bible education. But
think about the fact that people don’t actually do what they
believe as much as they believe what they’ve been doing. Instead
of bringing our own definitions to biblical concepts, we need to
let biblical terms tell us how to think. Ask yourself: How did Jesus
make disciples? The term discipleship is not in the Bible. But still
we can see discipleship in action when we look at Jesus and at
the work the disciples did later after Jesus had left them. When

we go to the model of Jesus, education was a part of it but there



Session 2 Summary: Learn the Difference Between Disciple Making . . .

was much, much more to making disciples than just imparting
knowledge.

Often we correlate discipleship to cognitive behaviors. If you
don’t take the knowledge being given into the practical applica-
tion, people will become lost and won’t be able to take what is
being taught into their own lives. Michelle shares that a lot of
people aren’t sure about what they need to be doing. Because of
this, education is safe. We can get everybody to come and hear,
but do we really have to change their lives, or our own? Disciple-
ship in action is more than just education. Discipleship in action
means we are making clear what needs to be done. It means lives

are being changed from the inside out.

In the Great Commission, Jesus told us to make disciples. We
don’t just teach people Jesus’ commandments. We teach them to
obey Jesus’ commandments. Some of us associate obedience with
legalism, so we become afraid of being harsh and judgmental if
we teach obedience. We become fearful of teaching obedience
thinking that we’ll be teaching works-based salvation instead of
salvation by faith. Most people have been conditioned to think of
obedience as a form of slavery.

Obedience is not a form of bondage but a form of liberation.
When we obey Jesus, we discover his blessings. Look at what
Jesus teaches us. Think about what he says concerning money,
relationships, love. Think about the way those things are really
liberation and immense blessings from God.

Steve shares that the educational system is safe because we
can go and learn and then just scatter to the wind. It may seem
easier to partake in such a system, but in reality it is not, and

neither is it more worthwhile to do so.
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Life on life has to happen to reach authenticity and safety
in relationships. People don’t gravitate toward truth that isn’t
coming from a trusted source. Look at Jesus with the disciples.
He built trust with them gradually so that he was able to speak
harsh words at times, in order to bring the liberation they needed.

Keep in mind that if you don’t have definitions that serve as a
glue holding things together the group will drift. Our culture
wants everything instantly, everything from food to relationships.
But the more time we can spend in relationships the better we
will be in shaping truth in those we are discipling, and the better
off we will be as well. Being a disciple is not just following Jesus,
it is being changed by Jesus.

Michelle talks about how it’s so important that we be in
small group relationships. She says to remember the Holy Spir-
it. We can easily rush into things and rush into relationships and
conversations without seeking and waiting on the Holy Spirit.
We can drag people along because we think it’s for their growth,
but the Holy Spirit could very well lead in a way that would be
better for all involved.

Don’t drag people along. Rather, allow them to be encour-
aged in the process. Don’t just pull people where you think they
should go. Let the Spirit lead. Each person moves along in this
process in their own time. The Holy Spirit needs to be the power

force behind our disciple making,.

It’s so important to realize that if you are going to be a disciple
you need to be committed to making disciples. Jesus is our goal.

Can we really be like Jesus without making disciples the way
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Jesus made disciples? No, of course not. Becoming a disciple is a
process, and at some point in the process we become more like
Jesus. Keep at the forefront of your thinking how important clar-
ity of language is. You can’t separate what you say from the stage
and what your core is.

Enthusiasm for disciple making will catch on; it will spread.
Disciple making is not a separate component and entity with-
in a church. In a disciple making church, disciple making is
the culture, core, and mission. What happens when people are
given the clarity of language? At that point the culture becomes
instinct. In disciple making movements, there is a culture of
disciple making where people instinctively make disciples.

The motivation for what we are doing—to be a disciple and
make disciples—needs to center around the Great Command-
ment and the Great Commission. When you love others like
yourself and serve one another and love God with everything,
things will play out. Ordinary people can be used in extraordi-
nary ways by the power of God’s Spirit.

The panelists close by sharing practical first steps that can be
taken to begin making disciples who can make disciples.

* David Young — It really matters that we get the definitions
right. We need to focus on the problem before focusing on
the solution. We need to make sure the church understands
the problem before facing the solution. Give people a chance
to discover what you have discovered along your journey
of disciple making. Intentional strategy will help cultivate
culture. God will start to work miracles and the culture will

begin to change.
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* Michelle Eagle — Once you have the definitions, take a
purposeful look at your ministries. As leaders, we have to
look at our ministries through the lens of disciple making.
We need to ask ourselves if the ministries we are supporting
serve the greater purpose of making disciples of Jesus.
While it can be tough to look at the ministries taking place
and see a need for pruning, the growth that comes after is
worthwhile.

* Steve Gladen — We need to bring back the passion that is
going to help people living through struggles. We need
to build pathways that will bring practicality into disciple
making.

¢ Renew.org Network
¢ The Small Group Network
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1. True or false: Having clear definitions and expectations
unifies and empowers disciple making,.

2. True or false: Discipleship is simply making a disciple.

3. True or false: There are three parts given in the one
command to “Make disciples.” those three parts are: Go.
Baptize. Teach.

4. True or false: Using the term “obedience” automatically
assumes works-based salvation.

5. True or false: Being a disciple is not just following Jesus, it is
being changed by Jesus.

6. True or false: We can still be like Jesus without making
disciples the way Jesus made disciples.

7. True or false: In a disciple making church, disciple making is
the culture, core, and mission.

8. True or false: We need to make sure the church understands
the solution to a problem before doing anything else.

9. Short answer: The definition of a disciple involves which three
parts? Be sure to explain the three parts.

10. Short answer: How did Jesus make disciples? Give any

background, explanation, or reasons that you can.

39



Page Intentionally Left Blank



How to Teach a
Discipleship Gospel

This content was written as a summary of the Holistic Disciple

Making Intensive webinar featuring:

* Bill Hull — The Bonhoeffer Project

* Dan Leitz — The Bonhoeffer Project

* Cindy Perkins — The Bonhoeffer Project
* Earl McKay — The Bonhoeffer Project

Following Jesus means living out his discipleship gospel. We are
taught and called by Jesus to share and teach and live out the very
things he shared, taught, and lived out with his own disciples.
We, as Christians and disciples of Christ, should have his calling
to make disciples placed on our hearts and reflected in our lives.
Every day we should purposefully and mindfully let his mission
become our mission as we carry out the calling of discipleship
and disciple making.

Christ teaches us all the things we need to know for disci-
pleship. He showed us the way. For us, following him means
gaining the skills and strengths for making disciples and faith-
fully carrying out the discipleship gospel. If we take a close look
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at the gospel Jesus taught and shared, it includes discipleship, or
disciple making, as a natural, organic part of what it means to be
saved. A lot of people haven’t been taught this. They don’t see or
understand it because we, as a church culture, have a tendency
to neglect how Jesus lived and forget what his greatest and final
commission was: making disciples who will go out and make

disciples.

A gospel that doesn’t call for or teach discipleship is a false gospel,
or a partial gospel. The gospel that separates conversion from
discipleship is a gospel that makes it almost impossible for us to
fully live out the Christian life. When we inadvertently fashion a
gospel without discipleship as a central part, we make following
Christ optional—and we make the gospel about forgiveness of sin
and getting into heaven only. In doing this, we neglect our great
calling and promise. Because when God saved us, he also called
us to discipleship and disciple making,.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer is said to have written, “Christiani-
ty without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.”
Indeed, a Christ-less Christianity doesn’t allow for Christ to be
living and active and a part of the intricacies of our life. All of
those who are called to salvation are also called to discipleship.
Discipleship ties us to Jesus and connects us to his life in a power-
ful way. Our life will truly flourish with Jesus. Our eternal life
begins with Jesus. In fact, eternal life begins now as we become
sanctified and as we become a new creation. It is our responsibil-
ity to live out the calling of discipleship.

A disciple lives their life following and learning to live their
life as if Christ was living it. Remember that the gospel you
believe in determines the disciples you will make. The gospel is
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about loving and caring for others, so if we become too focused
on ourselves then we can’t get to a place of actually living and
being like Christ. It comes down to this: we need to find the
discipleship gospel. We need to understand what the disciple-
ship gospel means for us—and what it means for others when we
faithfully follow Jesus and carry out his mission.

The discipleship gospel includes a gospel declaration, a gospel
response, and gospel benefits. Gospel declaration means accept-
ing who Jesus is and what he has done. Our gospel response is
moving forward in intentionally following Jesus and becoming
part of his mission. Part of the gospel benefits is the Good News.
The declaration, response, and benefits are what make disciple-
ship a natural part of what it means to be saved. The disciple-
ship gospel is a gospel for others, involving love, devotion, and
purpose.

Consider the intentionality of the gospel. Look closely at why
you are doing what youre doing. Pay careful attention to what is
being produced in your life, in your church, and by those indi-
viduals on your leadership team and in your church. The gospel
is something very intentional, and it is lived out on a daily basis.
Considering those things powerfully helps in living out the gospel
because we can get lost in what it is we’re trying to create. We can
lose our vision and mission by getting lost in selfish ambition or
false gospels, so we need to grasp how important it is to share the
gospel that is truly biblical.

The gospel is not just a golden ticket that you put into your
back pocket, it needs to produce something. Jesus calls for fruit;
he calls us to make disciples of Christ that will further carry out

his mission. Our response to Jesus’ calling and his gospel is so
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critical. It’s critical for us and for others because it involves a spir-
itual impact and eternity.

There is a sense that disciple making ought to be more organ-
ic, so how can we go about doing that? Part of our focus and
efforts should be about getting ahold of a gospel that is clear
and simple, one that is precisely what our hearts have been long-
ing for—without the things that so easily distract us and set us
heading off in a different direction. Think about the gospel you
teach and the gospel that you have always been taught. Do the
two differ? There are bound to be nuances in how we think and
perceive the gospel as we grow in maturity and wisdom. So when,
if ever, has your gospel been challenged? When our gospel is chal-
lenged, that is a crucial moment. It is a moment when we have
the opportunity not only to seek clarity but to ensure that we are
following Jesus™ discipleship gospel as clearly and simply as we

can.

Think about the power of having a clear vision for making disci-
ples. How do moments of realization change the way things
are done? Do challenges and struggles move and shape how
things are carried out? Scripture tells us that we need to examine
ourselves on a regular basis. It’s not always easy, as Scripture is
a mirror and reflection of our souls. Even still, we should reflect
on what teaching is supposed to be and what it is designed to do.
Teaching and preaching are not just skills to fill up time with
talking and feel-good inspiration. We should be seeking teach-
ing and preaching that is also training and a purposeful raising
up of disciples and disciple makers. We should want our use of
Scripture to be effective and transformative, and we should want

to maintain definitions that actually carry a meaningful purpose.
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Those definitions serve as a unifying factor in churches and for
Christ’s disciple makers.

The discipleship process is a transformation of the hearrt,
and that means it’s not always easy. In some ways, discipleship
is one of the most thorough church subtraction processes we can
embark upon—because people aren’t always necessarily ready for
discipleship and disciple making. Church subtraction can be a
hard thing to bear, but keep in mind that disciple making and
creating disciple makers has a higher purpose than high church
attendance. Take a moment to think about ways for discipleship,
where are the roadblocks and what are the difliculties inherent in
the process?

One roadblock or difficulty could be that people don’t gener-
ally like change, especially difhicult personal changes. Even
though that may be the case, we still need to be faithful to what
God has called us to do. Try to pull people along and understand
that pushback is a part of the process. Every pastor has to cali-
brate the rate of speed that they are going to lead their congre-
gation. It something unique for every group of people and every

individual.

Leaders need to consider the great question of what their church
values. What the church values is fundamentally important.
Theological currents through the ages have often caused church-
es and people to drift unaware. First, you need to know why you
are doing all of this: Why the gospel? And then you need to move
to the what: What is a disciple? And then you create a plan. This
is a time to investigate, study, and wrestle through what it means
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to make disciples in your own context, where you serve, and in
the conditions you are currently in.

It’s important that the church leadership is behind what
youre doing, and it shouldn’t be a hard sell because discipleship
and disciple making are in the Bible and are fundamental to
Jesus’ life on earth. Jesus’ last words need to be our first mission.
The Great Commission is the best sales tool that you have in
getting leaders on board.

Keep in mind that a lot of it has to do with how we commu-
nicate what we are doing. Everything we do in discipleship is
based around that Great Commission, so teach Christ’s people to
obey Christ's commands. Help people engage in and be obedi-
ent to Christ’s commandment, but remember that pushback is a
common part of that. Don’t be discouraged because not everyone
is ready at the same time. Not everyone is going to be ready. Some
people are raring to go. Some people need ample time to realign
their hearts and minds to Christ’s hope and calling for their lives.
As a spiritual, discipleship revolution begins behind the scenes in
your church, you will see people who are doing it and getting the
idea. You will see lives begin to be changed, a sort of healthy, holy
jealousy. That’s good, but that won’t be everyone in your church.

Be very mindful that you don’t necessarily start pushing people
too hard at the beginning. Revolution doesn’t usually happen
overnight, and that’s okay. That’s necessary. Taking careful time
and paying close attention to the individuals as change gradually
occurs ensures clarity of mind, unity of mission, and success that
couldn’t necessarily be achieved or sustained in any other way.
A discipleship gospel is something that needs to be built into

every structure over time. It takes purposeful, intentional actions
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and time. Shepherd people through the change carefully and
gently, encouraging and admonishing them all the way. Bring
them along with you. Don’t just throw them off the boat because
they’re not with you at the moment—and learn not to obsess
over those who are not yet all the way on board. Simply let them
come with time and careful effort. Work with the willing in the

meantime.

The panelists are asked to consider and share what part prayer
plays in their implementation of discipleship and disciple making.

Prayer needs to be at the forefront. Part of it has to do with
your intention, what it is youre trying to do. Be sure you know
what you're doing before beginning. Work it out and wrestle with
God so that your vision can be clear and aligned with God. Pray
through working with those who are not yet willing. God can
surely move and work in the lives of others.

One way to get people on board is to give them items to pray
over concerning the process. Focus people toward prayer to clear
the path forward. Doing this helps people feel like they’re a part,
like they’re included, and also begins transforming them from
the inside-out.

The panelists are asked what the length of time to change the
culture of a church could be. All churches have different dynam-
ics. One church could be in a five- to seven-year process. Remem-
ber that it’s not about the speed by which things are being done.
It takes a while to build up speed and steam and momentum.
Excitement at the beginning often dies. Instead, let an under-
ground movement begin and flourish, like Jesus did with a couple

of men and a fishing boat.
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Changing church culture is a slow process, and it’s certainly
a process. Work with the process as it comes. For those who lead,
there’s nothing new under the sun. If you don’t know why you are
doing what you are doing; it is going to take you longer. Having
a vision for what you’re doing is so important. You could still be
looking at discipleship as a program to implement. True disciple-
ship is holistic. You have to shift your mindset away from disci-
pleship as something simply to help the church “get better” or
grow in numbers. Culture is different than a program or philoso-
phy. It involves every aspect of what you're doing and points you
to the exact thing you're going to be doing,.

The difference between discipleship and evangelism lies
in something you are versus something that you do. A healthy
follower of Jesus will take part in evangelism. Remember that
the kingdom of God is spiritual in its power. What caused ordi-
nary people to become witnesses of the gospel was the Holy Spirit
moving in them. A witness and an evangelist are separate in that
a witness tells a story, and in the process talks about the declara-
tion of Christ’s coming. Discipleship is more of a state of being. It
is learning how to follow Christ and how to live as Christ would
live. It includes creating disciples like your own self, individuals
who will be willing to go out into the world—telling the story of
Jesus—and make disciples who will do the very same.

To end, the panelists are asked: How will the discipleship gospel
make a better society?

* Dan Leitz — Discipleship in and of itself when it’s founded
on Christ, goes out to many generations; it’s exponential

and revolutionary. It’s not just changing one life. Its



Session 3 Summary: How to Teach a Discipleship Gospel

changing a life that will be able to change others. It’s not
just a feel-good thing. It’s kingdom-oriented. It is what we
preach no matter what is going around us.

Earl McKay — Being a disciple is loving as Jesus loved

and serving as Jesus served. It cannot be anything but
revolutionary and life-changing. Loving as Jesus loved,
fleshing that out is hard work. Starting from that
foundation is transformative. It cannot help but affect our
neighbors, our neighborhood, and our community.

Bill Hull — There are several things that create a society,
one being the conscience of a society, another being

the family. The family shapes society, and the family is
somewhat in crisis right now. The government is another
shaper of society. And finally, the church, while undersold
in our society, is a powerful shaper of society. The hope
for society is that Christ-like individuals will make other
Christ-like people and that they will do so exponentially,
and eventually such a movement will grow and shape

our society. There is always hope that God will be able to
restore, to bring renaissance, and to bring renewal to our

society.

¢ The Bonhoeffer Project

49


http://www.thebonhoefferproject.com/

Holistic Disciple Making Masterclass & Certification

1. True or false: Christ teaches us most of the things we need to
know for discipleship.

2. True or false: The gospel that separates conversion from
discipleship is a gospel that makes it impossible for us to
fully live out the Christian life.

3. True or false: The gospel is like a golden ticket that you put
into your back pocket.

4. True or false: True discipleship is holistic.

5. True or false: It’s okay to push people really hard. Sometimes
that’s the only way to get results in a timely manner.

6. True or false: The discipleship gospel includes a gospel
declaration, a gospel response, and gospel benefits.

7. True or false: Discipleship is a natural part of what it means
to be saved.

8. True or false: Teaching is supposed to be something that
inspires, something that keeps people interested in Jesus.

9. Short answer: What is discipleship?

10